BRINDLE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 6 July 2026, at Brindle Community Hall, Water Street, Brindle, PR6 8NH
Present:	Councillor Darren Cranshaw, Chair
		Councillor Louise Croasdale, Vice Chair
		Councillor John Baldwin
		Councillor Pauline McGovern
Councillor Bill Nelson
Councillor Barbara Robinson	
Councillor Cath Singleton
In attendance: Dianne Scambler (Clerk)

17. Apologies and announcements
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Jane Greenway and John Swann. Quoracy was confirmed.

The Council expressed sincere condolences following the tragic accident at Hoghton Level Crossing, which resulted in the death of a former pupil of St Joseph’s RC Primary School. Kerry Coombes and serious injury to her daughter.

The Chair reported that Dr Adrian West had been awarded an OBE in the King’s Birthday Honours for his work with the National Crime Agency and would write to offer congratulations.

18. Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded of their obligations under the Code of Conduct.
Councillor Darren Cranshaw declared a personal interest in Items 6 and 7.

19. Minutes
The minutes of the previous Council meeting held on Monday 1 June 2026 were agreed as a true and correct record for signing by the Chair.

20. Public Participation Session
There were no members of the public present.

21. Police Liaison
The Chair reported attending a Police Popup event at Clayton Green where officers were not present. It was confirmed that Brindle is now covered by a different neighbourhood policing team. The Clerk has contacted the new team but had not yet secured attendance at Parish Council meetings.

22. Brindle Community Hall
The Council noted the upcoming Community Hall meeting. Enquiries were being made regarding the removal of the temporary United Utilities water tank.

23. Lancashire Association of Councils (LALC) Report
The Chair advised that County Councillor Tomlinson attended the last meeting and outlined his work with parish councils, including a small grants scheme for community projects. Minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting.

24. Chorley Borough Council/ Lancashire County Council Updates
Cllr Pauline McGovern reported that Chorley Council’s Ordinary Council meeting would take place the following week. She would approach newly elected Clayton East, brindle and Hoghton ward councillor regarding attendance at future meetings.

The Clerk had written to Councillor Close to congratulate her on her election win and invite her to the meeting on 17 August.

The Clerk would continue inviting County Councillor John Clemson to encourage representation from all tiers of local government.

25. Planning Report
A resident of Breworth Manor had challenged the Parish Council’s objection to his planning application. After discussion, the Council agreed their concerns were valid but asked the Clerk to withdraw the original objection and submit a revised version referencing specific planning law.

26. Parish Finance 

(a) The Clerk’s annual incremental pay increase was approved and backdated to 1 April 2026.
(b) The Council noted the updated government mileage rate of 55p per mile from 1 April 2026.
(c) The 2025/26 VAT reclaim of £236.66 was noted.
The Council noted that the AGAR and accounts had been submitted to the External Auditor by the required deadline.

27. Accounts

(a) The Council approved the following payments:

	Name/Organisation
	Details:
	Amount:

	Dianne Scambler
	Clerk’s Salary - June
	£650.00

	
	Mileage/Expenses - June
	£11.00

	HMRC
	Tax and NI - June
	£34.95

	BCH – Management Cttee
	Hire of Hall – July 2026
	£20.00



(b) The Council noted the following payments made by Direct Debit under section 7.9 of the Council’s Financial Regulations:
	To
	For
	Amount:

	Easy Websites
	Monthly Management Fee - July
	£64.68



28. Environmental Issues and Concerns
Concerns from local residents were raised regarding works at Pippen Cottage affecting a footpath/bridleway. The Clerk would contact Chorley Council’s Enforcement Team to confirm whether the works were permitted development.

An overhanging bush at a property across from Cross Keys would be reported to Chorley Council.

29. Parish Council Projects
The Council discussed current and future projects.
The Clerk would research promotional options for the Withnell Fold Circular Walk by contacting other parishes.
The Council agreed to pursue obtaining legal title to the Parish Pound, noting that the required 10-year maintenance period had now been met.
Replacement of the Gregson Lane noticeboard was supported, with the intention to apply for LCC small grant funding.
Councillor Robinson suggested commemorating the former workhouse with a plaque on Top O’th Lane; the Clerk would investigate options.

30. Closure of Brindle St Joseph’s Church and Parish Hall Update
The consultant’s report on future use of the Church and Hall was expected imminently. Sir Lindsay Hoyle MP had indicated he was seeking to meet with the Pope to progress discussions. 
It was confirmed that Ampleforth would continue maintaining the graveyard.
31. Any urgent business
Residents had queried why Brindle had not entered the Best Kept Village Competition. The Chair explained that the competition had been suspended due to resignations within its organising committee.

The Clerk raised concerns about overgrown vegetation in front of the Top O’th Lane noticeboard, which was limiting access, The Council agreed this should be addressed

32. Date of Next Meeting
Monday 17 August 2026 at 7.30pm, Brindle Community Hall.	

The meeting ended at 8.45pm
